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Samanta Kelley 
Briarcliff Drive         
Huntington Beach, California 92647                                                           
 
 
 
 
September 29, 2014 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Matthew Harper 
Mayor of Huntington Beach 
City of Huntington Beach 
2000 Main Street 
Huntington Beach, California 92648 
 
RE:  Escalating coyote problem in HB 
 
Dear Mayor Harper,  
 
My name is Samanta Kelley, and I am a Huntington Beach Resident who resides at 6192 
Briarcliff Dr., Huntington Beach, CA.  I am writing to you because, I along with my neighbors, 
are deeply concerned about the escalating coyote problem in our city, our neighborhood.  I 
understand that neighboring communities, such as Seal Beach, are having problems with the 
overabundant coyote populations, but are taking immediate action.   

In the Orange County Register dated 09/29/2014, in the Local section, in an article entitled 
“Memories of lost pets in Seal Beach spur initiative to control coyotes,” Mayor Ellery Deaton of 
Seal Beach, is taking immediate action, including the trapping of coyotes.  To the best of my 
knowledge, the City of Huntington Beach, its officers, city council members, animal control 
officers, or other city officials/personnel, have not taken any effective action to protect the health 
and safety of our children, and/or pets (property in your vernacular), in the past four years, as far 
as we know. It has been approximately 4 years since I last wrote to the Orange County Register, 
the Mayor of Huntington Beach, and attended City Council Meetings about the coyote problems.  
On September 27, 2014, at approximately 5:30 PM, while it was still light, a coyote ran down the 
middle of our street while kids from the ages of 3 to 7 were playing; parents were concerned.  
This is a problem, as neighbors are afraid to be outside with their kids, as well as in their 
backyards with their kids, and/or pets.  

Approximately four years ago, when I wrote to the Orange County Register, and the Mayor of 
Huntington Beach, (when my precious Pomeranian, Kiki, was killed by a coyote), regarding our 
personal family loss, I was informed by my neighbors that many of them had also suffered 
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similar losses. I now have experienced another coyote attack on my Chihuahua Lucy. On August 
3, 2014, in the evening, with my boyfriend Tom standing 2 to 3 feet away from Lucy in our own 
backyard, she was attacked by two coyotes who laid in wait in order to eat our baby. That is 
exactly what happened. It cost our family in excess of ten thousand dollars in medical fees, (as 
she was quarantined by animal control, and had to have an additional rabies vaccination), lost 
wages to take her to and from the animal hospital, attend to her 24 hours a day, feed her through 
a feeding tube, while she was stapled like the dog Frankenweenie in the movie. Additionally, 
Tom could have also been seriously injured.  

To date there has been no response from the OC Register to our family, and the only thing I 
received from the Mayor's office was a green card from the post office stating that our certified 
letter was received.  Other neighbors have related to us that they have lost, and/or had their pets 
mauled by coyotes. Neither the city council, nor other local, and/or state politicians seem to care 
whether our pets, which are part of our family, are killed or mauled by these dangerous predatory 
animals.  A number of our neighbors are concerned that their children could become victim to 
these coyotes.  Maybe you will become concerned when a young child is killed, or mauled, by a 
coyote; as it has happened recently in Whittier.  People need to wake up to the fact that these are 
deadly predators, and they are increasing in number daily, as they have no natural enemies in 
your backyard, in the middle of the street, or in local parks,  as children are playing.   

Tom and I have spent a lot of money trying to safe guard our backyard, but to no avail. The 
coyote problem persists without respite and they continue to enter our property unabated.  I, 
along with neighbors, must carry weapons such as, knives, tasers, and golf clubs, just to venture 
out into our backyards with our pets and/or children, to enjoy time with our family.  We should 
not be afraid to enjoy our own backyards.  

We would like to know what type of action The City of Huntington Beach is going to take to 
mitigate the escalating coyote problem, and further, to reimburse us for our financial losses to 
our property, our property values, and our commitment to preserving life.  I understand that we 
must co-exist with wildlife, but when wildlife (coyotes) attacks us in our very homes, and 
ambushes us and our loved ones in our own backyards, it is a problem.  When you protect the 
very same coyotes, you take ownership of those killers. Just like a pit bull that attacks others 
pets, you are the owner of every coyote you protect. You become responsible for their actions. I 
have obtained signatures from neighbors who are concerned about the brazen coyotes who are 
not afraid of people (see attachment).  Are you with us, or against us? 
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Respectfully yours, 
 
 
 
 
Samanta Kelley 

 
 
Lucy: Attacked 08/03/2014 

 
Kiki: DOD 12/12/2010 
 
 
 
 
cc:  Mayor Pro Tempore Joe Shaw  
        Council Member Connie Boardman  
        Council Member Joe Carchio  
        Council Member Jill Hardy  
        Council Member Jim Katapodis  
        Council Member Dave Sullivan 
        Orange County Register 
          
         


